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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


J.  Seward  Johnson,  Jr 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


11.   AoocJ.    08S.    OJLSl  3 


Sculptor  J.  Seward  Johnson,  Jr.  shown  completing  detail  work  on  the  sculpture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at  his  studio.  A  lifesized  sculpture  of 
a  20th  Century  man  will  stand  next  to  Lincoln's  6'  4"  bronze  image,  who  is  portrayed  explaining  why  he  wrote  the  Gettysburg  Address. 


SCULPTURE  UNVEILING 

J.  Seward  Johnson,  Jr. 


Center  Square 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

November  19, 1991 

9:30  am 


A  lifesized  bronze  sculpture  brings  Abraham  Lincoln's  words 

and  ideas  to  life.  Please  join  the  Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Pennsylvania 

in  honoring  artist  Seward  Johnson  as  his  sculpture  "Return  Visit" 

is  formally  unveiled  on  Gettysburg  Plaza.  The  artist  will 

present  an  address  at  the  ceremony. 


Sculpture  Placement,  Ltd.  P.O.  Box  9709  Washington,  D.C.  20016 
Tel:  202-362-9310  Fax:  202-944-4416 
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Sculptor  J.  Seward  Johnson  Jr.  does  detail  work  recently  at  his  Hamilton  studio  on  the  beard  of  his  Abraham  Lincoln  statue.  A  statue  of  a 
"20th-century  man"  stands  next  to  Lincoln,  who  is  portrayed  "explaining"  how  and  why  he  wrote  the  Gettysburg  Address. 


Lincoln 


continued  from  A1 


years  ago  . . . ,"  was  written  to  dedi- 
cate a  Civil  War  cemetery  on  the 
outskirts  of  Gettysburg. 

The  house  now  has  a  drug  store  on 
its  first  floor  and  a  Lincoln  museum 
on  the  second. 

"He's  a  human  being,"  Johnson 
said  in  an  interview  inside  the  John- 
son Atelier  Technical  Institute  of 
Sculpture.  "As  a  figure  recedes  in 
history,  they  lose  their  humanity. 
This  will  bring  it  back." 

INJECTING  A  touch  of  artistic 
appreciation  in  public  places,  such 
as  parks  or  entrances  to  corporate 
buildings,  is  a  major  theme  to  John- 
son's "social  art."  His  sculptures  por- 
tray common,  everyday  activities  — 
reading  newspapers  or  stretching 
out  on  park  benches  for  a  quick 
snooze.  They  are  deliberately  de- 
signed to  confuse  passers-by  into 
thinking  the  statues  are  human  be- 
ings. 

But  when  people  get  over  their 
initial  fluster  of  realization  that  they 
are  staring  at  a  mute  bronze  like- 
ness, they  often  stop  and  try  to  un- 
derstand what  the  statue  is  about. 

"At  first,  people  think  it  is  a  per- 


'He's  a  human  being.  As  a  figure  recedes  in  history, 
they  lose  their  humanity.  This  will  bring  it  back.' 

—  J.  Seward  Johnson  Jr.,  sculptor 


son.  They  are  shocked  by  a  delight- 
ful realization,"  he  said.  Eventually, 
the  viewer  grows  to  "endow  the 
piece  of  bronze  with  life." 

But  the  members  of  the  Lincoln 
Fellowship  and  members  of  the  local 
community  were  endowed  with  a 
sense  of  tradition.  They  simply  want- 
ed a  Lincoln  statue  holding  onto  a 
copy  of  the  address.  The  idea  of  Lin- 
coln chatting  with  a  20th-century 
man  did  not  sit  well  at  first  with 
some  back  in  Gettysburg. 

Gabor  Boritt,  a  Gettysburg  College 
professor  of  Civil  War  studies  and 
the  chairman  of  the  local  statue 
committee,  said  there  was  hesitation 
within  the  community  at  first. 

"It  was  an  original  idea,"  said  Bor- 
itt, who  initially  thought  the  com- 
panion was  going  to  be  a  Civil  War 
veteran.  "I'm  sure  that  when  they 
invented  the  light  bulb  there  were 
some  reservations." 

But  eventually,  people  grew  to  ac- 
cept the  symbolic  intent  of  John- 
son's plan:  Lincoln  passing  down  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  his  words  to  fu- 
ture generations.  "I'm  interested  in 
seeing  Lincoln  staying  alive  in  this 
culture,"  Boritt  said. 


For  now,  the  statue  is  being  devel- 
oped in  stages.  In  one  of  the  insti- 
tute's workrooms,  Lincoln's  head 
sits  temporarily  on  a  table  next  to 
the  20th-century  man's  head. 

"This  is  not  an  immense  structure 
looking  down  on  little  us,"  said  John- 
son, referring  to  the  Lincoln  Memo- 
rial in  Washington,  D.C.  "Sometimes 
an  artist  is  needed  to  shake  things 
up  and  discover  new  truths." 


11.15.1991    10:38 
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LINCOLN  TO  MAKE  "RETURN  VISIT"  TO  GETTYSBURG 


THE  UNVEILING  AND  DEDICATION  OF  J.  SEWARD  JOHNSON,  JR. 'S 
SCULPTURE  "RETURN  VISIT"  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  ON  NOVEMBER  19.  1991  AT 
9:30  A.M.  IN  THE  CENTER  SQUARE  OF  GETTYSBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA  AS 
PART  OF  THE  128TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  GETTYSBURG 
ADDRESS.   THE  RENOWNED  ARTIST  WAS  COMMISSIONED  BY  THE  LINCOLN 
FELLOWSHIP  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  TO  CREATE  THIS  LIFESIZE  BRONZE 
SCULPTURE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  WHICH  IS  THE  FIRST  FULL  SIZE 
SCULPTURE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  TO  BE  PLACED  IN  GETTYSBURG.   THE 
SCULPTURE  IS  NOT  A  STANDARD  HEROIC  STATUE.   THIS  VERSION  OF 
LINCOLN  IS  LIFELIKE  IN  GESTURE  AND  POSE,  AS  HE  STANDS  POINTING 
TOWARD  THE  WINDOW  OF  THE  ROOM  WHERE  HE  WROTE  THE  GETTYSBURG 
ADDRESS,  WITH  A  SECOND  BRONZE  FIGURE  OF  A  CONTEMPORARY  20TH 
CENTURY  MAN  STANDING  NEXT  TO  HIM. 

"RETURN  VISIT"  MESHES  THE  HISTORICAL  EVENTS  OF  1863  WITH  THE 
PRESENT  DAY.   THE  SCULPTURE  WILL  INCLUDE  A  HISTORICALLY  PRECISE 
LIFESIZE  FIGURE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  (SIX  FEET,  FOUR  INCHES  IN 
BRONZE)  WHO,  WITH  HAT  IN  HAND,  IS  POINTING  TO  THE  SECOND  STORY 
WINDOW  OF  THE  DAVID  WILLS  HOME  WHERE  IT  IS  BELIEVED  HE  WROTE  THE 
FAMOUS  SPEECH.   WITH  HIS  OTHER  HAND,  MR.  LINCOLN  TOUCHES  THE 
SHOULDER  OF  A  20TH  CENTURY  MAN  WHO  IS  READING  A  COPY  OF  THE 
GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS.   THE  20TH  CENTURY  MAN  IS  CASUALLY  DRESSED  IN 
SLACKS  AND  A  CABLE  KNIT  SWEATER,  LINCOLN  IS  DRESSED  IN  HIS 
TRADEMARK  BLACK  PANTS  AND  FROCK  COAT,  WHITE  SHIRT,  BOW  TIE  AND 
STOVEPIPE  HAT.   THE  ARTIST  DID  PAINSTAKING  RESEARCH  TO  MAKE 
CERTAIN  THAT  EVERY  DETAIL  OF  THE  LINCOLN  FIGURE  IS  HISTORICALLY 
ACCURATE,  FROM  THE  LABEL  ON  THE  INSIDE  OF  HIS  HAT  TO  THE 
THICKNESS  OF  THE  SOLES  ON  THE  SHOES  HE  IS  WEARING.   ONE  OF  THE 
GREAT  CHALLENGES  TO  THE  ARTIST  WAS  THE  BLENDING  OF  HISTORIC  FACT 
WITH  CONTEMPORARY  TECHNOLOGY. 


-more- 


J.  SEWARD  JOHNSON,  JR.  IS  WELL  KNOWN  FOR  HIS  UNCANNILY  REALISTIC 
LIFESIZE  BRONZE  SCULPTURES,  WHICH  ARE  FOUND  IN  PRIVATE  AND 
CORPORATE  COLLECTIONS  ACROSS  THE  NATION.   MOST  OF  US  HAVE  SEEN 
JOHNSON'S  WORKS  IN  OUR  EVERYDAY  LIFE.   PERHAPS  WE  HAVE  SEEN  A 
BRONZE  MAN  HAILING  A  TAXI  IN  NEW  YORK,  OR  TWO  BRONZE  BOYS  PLAYING 
FRISBEE  IN  CHICAGO,  OR  A  GENTLEMAN  WHO  IS  CONTINUALLY  READING  THE 
NEWSPAPER  IN  LOS  ANGELES.   WHAT  WE  WILL  SEE  IN  GETTYSBURG  IS  NOT 
A  MONUMENT  NOR  A  FAMOUS  PRESIDENT  ON  A  PEDESTAL,  BUT  RATHER  A  MAN 
WHO  IS  HUMAN,  WHO  IS  ONE  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 


BY  CREATING  A  PIECE  WHICH  IS  HISTORICALLY  ACCURATE  AS  WELL  AS 
EMOTIONALLY  PROVOCATIVE,  THE  ARTIST  HAS  STAYED  TRUE  TO  HIS  DESIRE 
TO,  "...BRIDGE  THE  TIME  GAP  BETWEEN  LINCOLN'S  DAY  AND  THE 
PRESENT,  ALLOWING  VISITORS  TO  ENVISION  A  LIVING  LINCOLN,  ONE 
WHOSE  PASSIONS  AND  IDEALS  ARE  STILL  VERY  MUCH  A  PART  OF  OUR 
AMERICAN  POLITICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONTEXT."   ON  A  CROWDED  DAY  IN 
GETTYSBURG,  IT  WILL  SEEM  LIKE  LINCOLN  AND  HIS  FRIEND  ARE  MERELY 
VISITORS  IN  TOWN,  SOAKING  UP  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PLACE.   LINCOLN'S 
"RETURN  VISIT"  SHOULD  HELP  TO  REKINDLE  HIS  VALUES  IN  OUR  TIMES; 
TO  BRING  HIS  MESSAGE  OF  DIGNITY  FOR  ALL  MEN  AND  WOMEN  BACK  INTO 
OUR  HEARTS  AND  MINDS. 


J.  SEWARD  JOHNSON,  JR. 

Lifesize  Bronze  Sculpture  H     ARCHITECTURAL  DIGEST 

z      July   1994 


"Courtside  Strategies"  shown  at  The  Westin  La  Paloma  Resort  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 


CURRENT  EXHIBITIONS 

Galleria  Ca  d'Oro  -  Rome        Four  Seasons  Hotel  -  Milan 
Westin  La  Paloma  -  Tucson        Houstonian  Hotel  -  Houston 

SCULPTURE  PLACEMENT,  LTD. 


P.O.  BOX  9709,  WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20016 
TELEPHONE  202.362.9310      FACSIMILE  202.944.4416 


CATALOG  AVAILABLE 


THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  NEW  YORK  TUESDAY,  APRIL  2,  1996 


! 

pi- 


Lonnie  Schlein/The  New  York  Times 


Would-Be  Rider,  Rooted  to  the  Spot 

"Taxi,"  at  46th  Street  and  Park  Avenue,  a  sculpture  by  J.  Seward  Johnson,  commissioned  by  Chemical  Bank 
in  1983,  assumes  a  classic  urban  pose.  There's  no  truth  to  the  rumor  the  frustrated  cab  hailer  froze  to  the  spot. 


A 
( 


J.  SEWARD  JOHNSON,  JR 


'Elemental" 


Lifesize  Bronze  Sculpture 


Bronze,  Lifesize 


CURRENT  EXHIBITIONS 

Rome,  Italy 

Dallas,  Texas 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Newport  Beach,  California 

SCULPTURE  PLACEMENT,  LTD, 


P.O.  BOX  9709.  WASHINGTON.  D.C.  20016 
TELEPHONE  202.362.9310      FACSIMILE  202.944.4416 


CATALOG  AVAILABLE 
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KERRY  AND  MCCAIN 


147 


longed  encounter  between  these  two  men. 

"We  sat  up  opposite  each  other  on  the 
plane  one  night,"  Kerry  told  me.  "John  was 
sitting  there  in  his  own  flight  jacket" — 
the  Navy-issue  jacket  from  his  days  in 
flight  school,  with  "Lt.  McCain"  on  the 
patch.  The  fit  was  by  then  a  little  snug. 

"We  started  talking  about  the  war, 
and  Vietnam,  prison — what  had  hap- 
pened to  him,  and  all  that.  .  .  .  Nothing 
had  brought  us  together  before,  and  we 
just  talked.  We  talked  about  what  I  had 
done."  Kerry  was  referring  to  the  episode 
that  McCain  had  denounced  in  the  1984 
campaign.  "But  by  now  it  wasn't  a  big 
hurdle,"  he  went  on.  "To  his  credit,  he 
didn't  make  it  one.  He  made  it  clear  that 
he  had  moved  beyond  all  that.  .  .  .  The 
war  was  a  tough  period  for  a  lot  of 
people,  for  a  lot  of  reasons.  Both  of  us  de- 
cided to  put  all  that  kind  of  stuff  behind 
us,  and  work  together  at  something." 

Events  gave  them  their  common  task. 
Within  months  of  that  conversation  on 
the  C-135,  the  old  controversy  over 
.American  soldiers  abandoned  in  Viet- 
nam was  reawakened  when  newspaper 
front  pages  and  then  the  cover  of  News- 
week displayed  a  photograph  purportedly 
showing  three  American  P.O.W.s  still  in 
captivity.  Lurking  below  this  issue,  as  al- 
ways, was  the  war  that  had  not  yet  ended. 
"I  set  out  literally  to  bring  that  ending 
about,"  Kerry  told  me.  "I  knew  as  a  mat- 
ter of  policy  that  it  should  take  place,  and 
I  think  John  felt  the  same  way."  McCain 
lent  Kerry  his  unimpeachable  integrity  on 
the  question  of  the  war  that  each  wanted 
to  end.  Kerry  drove  the  process,  but  only 
McCain  could  have  enabled  him  to  drive 
it  home. 

As  a  prisoner  in  Hoa  Lo,  lying  on  that 
£\.  cot  in  the  dank  cell  with  the 
"teeny"  window,  John  McCain  had  put 
[himself  to  sleep  at  night  by  memoriz- 
ing the  names  of  his  fellow-P.O.W.s. 
I  "You  start  with  the  A's,"  he  told  me, 
iand  he  went  on  to  describe  how,  through 
fhe  tap  code,  he  learned  of  the  arrival  of 
aew  prisoners.  "And  you  fill  them  in  to 
/here  they  are  in  the  alphabet.  ...  I 
J'ould  just  associate  the  names:  Brudno 
|dth  'brute';  Baker,  and  I'd  think  of  a 
>af  of  bread.  I  would  remember  the 
dumber  of  names  under  each  letter." 
light  after  night  for  years,  McCain 
Maintained  a  mental  file  of  the  names  of 
lerhaps  a  hundred  and  seventy  captives. 
Tiis  and  other  acts  of  P.O.W.  memori- 
sation were  the  beginning  of  The  List, 
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